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Maine Township Special Board Meeting December 18, 2018 

 

Maine Township Special Board meeting has been videotaped.   

For more detailed reports and discussions please refer to the recorded meeting at: 

http://mainetown.com/board-meetings/ 
 

Indexed agenda at: 
http://mainetown.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/agenda_18-12-18.pdf  
  

Board Members Present:  Supervisor Morask, Assessor Moylan Krey, Highway Commissioner 

Kazmierczak, Trustees Jones, McKenzie, Carrabotta and Sweeney 

 

Others in attendance: Kurt Asprooth, Dayna Berman, Denise Jajko, Doriene Prorak, Dawne Hayman, Liz 

Coy, Kathy Sabbini, Marie Dachniwsky, Nader Ghazaleh, Michael Samaan, Ryan McKenzie, Diane 

Carrabotta, Eric Carrabotta, Carolyn Drblik, Michael Sferra, Robert Hoban, John Amburgey, Joseph Egan, 

Donna Adam, Victor Miceli, Richard Lyon and Annette Galante. 

  

Supervisor Morask called the meeting to order at 6:33 p.m. and led the Pledge of Allegiance.  Deputy Clerk 

Tytko called the roll. 

 

Supervisor Morask stated that the purpose of the Special Board meeting is to discuss and vote on 

copier/printer vendor and to discuss and adopt Tax Levy Ordinances for General Town Fund/General 

Assistance and Road District.  She added that these Ordinances have to be filed with the Cook County 

Clerk’s office by the last Tuesday in December. 

 

Agenda Item:  Public Participation 

Joseph Egan, Park Ridge resident spoke about Maine Township’s excess funds and accumulation 

in reserves expressing the concern that Maine Township has been irresponsible in overtaxing and 

recommended to cut the levy in half with an abatement. 

Donna Adam, Des Plaines resident, echoed Joe Egan’s comments and expressed her interest in a 

larger decrease in the levy with an abatement to get the fund balances down. 

See video at 1:30. 

 

Agenda Item: Vote on copier/printer vendor 

 Supervisor Morask stated that Warehouse Direct, Imagetec L.P. and Des Plaines Office Equipment 

Company provided the Board with their revised proposals which were in the Board distribution. 

 See video at 11:23. 

 

  Trustee Jones  Motion to hire Warehouse Direct as a Maine Township vendor for 

Print Management with their proposed rates. 

  Supervisor Morask Second. 

Motion carried on a roll call vote as follows: 

  Supervisor Morask Yes 

  Trustee Jones  Yes 

  Trustee McKenzie No 

  Trustee Carrabotta No 

  Trustee Sweeney No 

 Motion failed. 

 

 

Trustee Carrabotta Motion to hire Des Plaines Office Equipment Company as a 

Maine Township vendor for Print Management with their 

recommended Option 2, with monthly lease payment of 

$1,376.00. 

Trustee Sweeney Second. 

http://mainetown.com/board-meetings/
http://mainetown.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/agenda_18-12-18.pdf
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Discussion on clarifications regarding prices and performance of Des Plaines Office Equipment 

Company.  

“Trustee Jones – so you are picking a more expensive vendor someone with less features and 

options available.  That’s correct, right? You picked something as compared to $1342 with the Tri-Fold 

Finisher, you take something that’s $1376 plus an additional $10 a month for the Tri-Fold Finisher. 

Trustee Carrabotta – something in addition, I’ve watched four presentations, hours of time, I’ve 

reviewed the alternatives, there’s also a value in maintaining a relationship that’s worked very well with 

the Township in my opinion. We’re aware of DPOE’s qualifications. They’ve proven themselves and 

there’s a value that’s added to that proposal where yes we look at dollars, they have to be efficient but also 

as the statute says we look at responsible alternatives.  And the term responsible is defined under the law 

includes whether or not you have knowledge of qualifications that one of the proposers has that’s somewhat 

unique or of value. And I think DPOE has proven itself to the Township and I’ve added that to the value 

process when I was making my determination. 

Trustee Jones – But to be clear you picked a more expensive vendor. 

Trustee Carrabotta – Not when you put into account what goes into considering what the actual 

cost should be to the Township.  You look at the dollars but you also look at the quality of service pursuant 

to the statute.  There is value to that quality of service.  I don’t see the need at this point to change vendors 

especially with the adjustments the vendor has made, the good faith actions of this vendor and also this 

vendor’s extensions of time when it came to our debating these contracts allowing for the use of the 

machines.  It is one on one service.  It’s the kind of individual service that I like to see so at this point I add 

to the dollar, the actual black and white dollar, I add that value.  It’s much like in the practice of law, you 

have attorneys that will work for you for less.  But there are people that also add value to what they are 

paying because of the quality of the service you receive from that particular attorney and the experiences 

that you had.  We’ve had very good experiences with this professional vendor and I don’t see the purpose 

of changing it at this time based on the expenses I’ve seen and the proposals I’ve seen. “   

  

See video at 13:58. 

Motion carried on a roll call vote as follows: 

  Supervisor Morask No 

  Trustee Jones  No 

  Trustee McKenzie Yes 

  Trustee Carrabotta Yes 

  Trustee Sweeney Yes 

Motion carried. 

 

Agenda Item: General Town Fund/General Assistance Tax Levy Ordinance 2018-3 

 See video at 25:43. 

 Supervisor Morask stated that the suggested proposed Levies were in the Board distribution. 

Supervisor Morask read out loud the Ordinance 2018-3 and entertained a motion to pass the 

Ordinance 2018-3 approving 5% reduction in General Town Fund/General Assistance Tax Levy.    

 Trustee Sweeney stated that she requested to be on the Agenda a motion and a vote for several Tax 

Levy reductions that were greater than 5%.  Trustee Sweeney asked Supervisor Morask to allow for a vote 

for the deeper levy cuts of 30% of General Assistance and 20% on the Town Fund and Road and Bridge 

Fund first before considering to vote only a 5% reduction.   

 Trustee Carrabotta reiterated the need to vote on Trustee Sweeney’s deeper levy cut motions first.  

Both of their requests were denied.   

 Trustee Sweeney asked Attorney Asprooth if there was any concern about violating the Open 

Meetings Act because there was no vote or action mentioned in the agenda.   

 Attorney Asprooth stated that it is not necessary to mention any action but it is the subject in the 

Agenda that describes what might be voted upon. 

 See video at 26:40. 

   

Supervisor Morask Motion to approve the Tax Levy Ordinance 2018-3 for the Maine 

Township General Town Fund and General Assistance Fund with 

the total amount of $5,046,286.00. 

Trustee Jones Second. 
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 Discussion and comments regarding proposed 5% reduction Tax Levy. 

 Trustee Carrabotta requested adding to the minutes McHenry County Blog article.  See attached. 

 See video at 31:25. 

 

Motion carried on a roll call vote as follows: 

  Supervisor Morask Yes 

  Trustee Jones  Yes 

  Trustee McKenzie Yes 

  Trustee Carrabotta No 

Trustee Sweeney No  Trustee Sweeney added that the excessive fund balance  

Motion carried. would have allowed us to make a 30% reduction.  She also 

stated that in her opinion we might be open for a lawsuit 

regarding our reserves. 

 

More discussion about Illinois law regarding our Township’s reserves. 

See video at 45:02. 

 

Agenda Item: Road District Tax Levy Ordinance 2018-RB-3 

 

Supervisor Morask Motion to adopt the Tax Levy Ordinance 2018-RB-3 for the 

Maine Township Road District Fund with the total amount of 

$2,605,553.00. 

Trustee Jones  Second.  

 

 Highway Commissioner Kazmierczak read out loud his statement.  See attached. 

 

 Discussion and comments. 

 See video at 53:10. 

 

Motion carried on a roll call vote as follows: 

  Supervisor Morask Yes 

  Trustee Jones  Yes 

Trustee McKenzie Yes Trustee McKenzie stated that she agrees to “adopt” Road  

    District Tax Levy Ordinance 2018-RB-3. 

  Trustee Carrabotta No 

Trustee Sweeney No  Trustee Sweeney voted no and added, “It is my name to  

Motion carried. something (an ordinance) that says this is required in 

order to meet and defray all necessary expenses and 

liabilities.  I don’t believe that to be true.” 

 

 More discussion regarding Road District Tax Levy. 

 See video at 1:17:03. 

 

 Trustee Sweeney questioned the wording in the previously discussed Abating Ordinance. 

 Supervisor Morask stated that this issue will be put on the Agenda for the December Board meeting 

for more discussion. 

 

Agenda Item: Adjournment  

  Trustee Jones  Motion to adjourn. 

  Supervisor Morask Second. 

 All in favor. 

Motion carried on a voice vote.    

The meeting was adjourned at 7:57 p.m. 

 

------------------------------------------------ 

Maine Township Clerk 
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Highway Commissioner Kazmierczak – Statement 

 

 


